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March 2, 2010
Dear Contra Costa College Prospective Nursing Student:
Applicants that are accepted into the Contra Costa College nursing program are required to pass the Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) exam prior to starting the nursing program. The passing composite or cut score for the TEAS exam is 67 or better. The cost of the exam will be paid by a grant from the California State Chancellor’s Office.  Contra Costa College will test all students who were chosen in the lottery, and the first 20 students on the alternate list.
If you have successfully passed the TEAS exam with a cut score of 67 or better an electronic transcript from ATI is required to be submitted to Contra Costa College Nursing Department.


The dates of the TEAS exam will be announced in April, 2010.  
Information regarding the exam:

The TEAS exam tests high school content in reading, English, math and science.  The exam has 170 multiple-choice questions and takes approximately three hours to complete.  Calculators are not allowed.
Preparation for the TEAS exam:
The TEAS exam has a Pre-Test Study Manual that can assist you to prepare for the exam.  This manual can be purchased directly from the website www.atitesting.com/onlinestore.  The Pre-Test Study Manual is on reserve in the Contra Costa College library.  In addition, you may purchase and take an online practice TEAS exam. 
If you have a documented learning disability or require accommodations, please submit written verification of the accommodation to the nursing department.
If you pass the TEAS exam:

Upon passing the TEAS exam with a composite cut score of 67 or better, you will proceed with background screening.  Once you have clearance on the background screening, you will be fully admitted into the nursing program.  (See nursing program admission policy.)  Information about background screening will be provided to you with registration materials.
If you do not pass the TEAS exam:

If you do not achieve the composite cut score on the TEAS exam, your admission into the nursing program will be deferred for one year.  The Assessment Testing Coordinator will meet with you to develop an individualized one-year remediation plan.  After completion of your remediation plan, you will retake the TEAS exam. 
If you achieve the composite cut score on the retake of the TEAS exam, you will proceed with the background screening.  Once you have clearance on the background screening, you will be fully admitted into the nursing program.  You must begin the nursing program in the next available scheduled class or you will forfeit your place in the nursing program.  (See nursing program admissions policy.)
If you do not achieve the cut score on the retake of the TEAS exam, you will not be admitted into the program.  You must start the application process again.
If you decide not to follow the remediation plan, you will forfeit your place in the nursing program.  

Assessment Exams approved by the State Chancellor’s Office 

The State Chancellor’s Office has approved three standardized assessment exams for 

pre-nursing students.  If you have already taken one of the standardized exams approved by the State Chancellor’s office under proctored conditions and have received a passing composite score, you may submit an official transcript of that score to the Contra Costa College nursing department.  The approved exams are as follows:

STANDARDIZED EXAMS                                    

PASSING SCORE
Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS)


67 or better

Assessment Technologies Institute

Evolve Reach Admission Assessment Exam (A2) 

70 or better

Elsevier                                                                     

Preadmission Examination for Registered 


114 or better

Nursing Programs (CPAX-RN)

National League for Nursing 

Summary:

     Take the Test for Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) Exam 

      








The nursing faculty looks forward to working with you as you pursue your career goals.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Assessment Testing Coordinator, Beverly Muller, at bmuller@contracosta.edu or (510) 235-7800 ext. 4618.
Sincerely,

Maryanne Werner-McCullough
Maryanne Werner-McCullough, RN, MS, MNP
Nursing Program Director
Contra Costa College






















































Cut score achieved








Cut score not achieved – 


not eligible to enter the 


nursing program 








Background check clearance





(Required by clinical agencies prior to clinical practice).  





Meet with Assessment Testing Coordinator 


to develop a 1 year remediation plan





Unsuccessful  in completing  the 1 year 


remediation plan





Successful completion 


of the 1 year 


remediation plan





Acceptance into the RN Program 





Not eligible for admission into the nursing program (must begin application process again)





Guaranteed admission 


into the nursing program in the next scheduled class








