Frequently Asked Questions
Contra Costa College Nursing Program
What are the pre-requisites to the nursing program?

Please check the Nursing Bulletin on the Nursing webpage.  http://www.contracosta.edu/courses/Nursing/Bulletin10.pdf 
This information is updated each spring for the class entering the following year.  Be sure to check the Nursing Bulletin each year.  

Do I have to complete pre-requisites before applying to the program?

All pre-requisites must be completed prior to applying to the nursing program.  

· For admission as a beginning student into fall semester, this means that all course work must be completed by December prior to fall admission. 

· For admission as a LVN advanced placement student into fall semester, this means that all course work must be completed by December prior to fall admission.

· For admission as an advanced placement student into spring semester, this means that all course work must be completed by May prior to spring admission.

How do I apply to the program? When do you accept applications? 
Application forms can be obtained from the Contra Costa College nursing web page, or from the Admissions and Records Department (SSC – 115) or Nursing Department     (HS – 103) AFTER October 1st of each year.  

· Applications for beginning students, LVN advanced placement students, and other advanced placement students beginning in fall semester are accepted from October 1st to February 1st for the following fall semester.
· Applications for advanced placement students beginning in spring semester are accepted from July 1st - October 1st for the following spring semester.

No material will be accepted after the deadline dates.
How are students selected for your program?
All applications for admission are evaluated by the college Admissions and Records office.  A written summary of the evaluation is sent to each applicant by Admissions and Records.
· Beginning students:  If more qualified students apply than can be accepted, then students are chosen by a computerized lottery.  Lottery results will be posted on the nursing department webpage and in the nursing department (on the bulletin board outside of HS – 103).  

· Advanced placement students:  Students are accepted on a space available basis.  The Nursing Faculty Admissions Committee notifies advanced placement applicants of their admission status.
When/how will I know if I'm accepted?
· Beginning students:  If a lottery is required, the lottery is held late in the spring semester after all applications have been processed by Admissions and Records.
You will receive notification of acceptance within 15 days of the lottery.  If a lottery is not required, you will receive notification of acceptance by late in the spring semester.

· Advanced placement students:  The Nursing Faculty Admissions Committee notifies advanced placement applicants of their admission status during the semester prior to admission.

Does Contra Costa nursing program have a waiting list?
The Contra Costa College nursing program does not maintain a waiting list.   Students not chosen through the lottery will need to re-apply the following year.  

How long is the program?
Once the pre-requisite courses are completed, the nursing program is 2 years in length.
Can I work while attending the CCC nursing program?
Working is a choice and often a necessity. The nursing program is a full time, demanding program. It is best to try to plan a minimum of outside employment during the nursing program.  If you do need to work, try to arrange a flexible schedule with your employer.  
 When I complete the program, what are my options?
· There are many options for a Registered Nurse following graduation. Upon successful passing of State Board Exams (NCLEX-RN), a graduate can work in acute care, home health, outpatient settings, and specialty areas such as Obstetrics, Pediatrics or Psychiatric nursing. 
· Advanced education offers more choices, for example nursing education or the clinical specialist role.  Many state universities have accelerated programs for RN to BSN or MSN. 
Does this give me an A.S. degree from the college?
Completion of all pre-requisite courses, nursing program courses, and other degree requirements will make a student eligible for an Associate Degree in Nursing from Contra Costa College.  
I'm a Certified Nursing Assistant, how can I become an RN?
While CNA certification is not an academic requirement, being a CNA can be an advantage for the student entering the nursing program.  Your knowledge and experience working with patients is an advantage.  However, a CNA must complete the same requirements as any other beginning applicant.
I'm a Medical Assistant, can I enter the RN class? 
A medical assistant must complete the same requirements as any other beginning applicant.

Knowledge acquired during a medical assistant program can be beneficial for the nursing program.

I'm an LVN. What is required to get into the RN program? Do you have a "fast-track" program for LVN to RN?  

See the nursing program bulletin for the latest admission requirements.  LVNs must complete the same requirements as all applicants.  These include all Group A and Group B pre-requisite courses.  Pharmacology (Nursing 212) must be completed in the fall semester before admission.  
Admission is on a space available basis. 
What is the 30-unit option?
This is an option for LVN's.  An LVN who requests the 30 unit option needs to complete only Physiology, Microbiology, and Drug Dosage Calculation pre-requisite courses prior to admission.  Once accepted into the nursing program, the 30-unit option student takes Psychiatric Nursing (Nursing 260) and Advanced Medical Surgical-Gerontological Nursing (Nursing 275). A 30-unit option student is not a graduate of the Registered Nursing Program at Contra Costa College and is limited to practice nursing only in California.  If you are considering this option, you must speak to the Director of the Nursing Program to fully discuss the limitations of this option.  Admission is on a space available basis.

I'm currently enrolled in a nursing program at another college. How can I transfer to your program?

Transfer applicants who have completed part of a nursing program at another college or university must follow the same application process as all other advanced placement appli​cants. See the Nursing Bulletin for the advanced placement application process.  
In addition, transfer applicants must write a letter requesting admission into the nursing program.  A copy of this letter should be submitted to the Nursing Department Admissions Committee.  The Nursing Department Admissions Committee interviews all transfer applicants who have met pre-requisite requirements to determine recommended placement in the Contra Costa College nursing program curriculum.
Transfer applicants can be accepted if no more than two years has passed since their last nursing course.  Admission is on a space available basis.

I already have a baccalaureate degree. What do I need to get into the nursing program?
A student with a baccalaureate degree will need all the pre-requisite courses required for the Contra Costa College nursing program.  Equivalent classes will be considered in your application.  Students with baccalaureate degrees from an accredited U.S. college or university do not need to complete Contra Costa College’s general education courses to earn an associate of science degree in nursing upon completion of the nursing curriculum.

Is there a study support group?
The nursing faculty strongly recommends that students form study groups.  Study groups are a major part of most students’ successful study program. Research has found that study groups have a positive impact on successful completion of the nursing program.

What educational expenses might I expect during your program?
The costs of the nursing program include tuition, books, uniforms, fees for a CPR class, cost of background check and drug screen, fees for orientation courses required by some hospitals, annual physical exam and immunizations, skills lab kits, a few supplies (for example, a stethoscope and a watch), and transportation costs.  After graduation, there is a fee to apply for the licensure exam (NCLEX-RN).  Individual costs may vary considerably.

 Is financial aid available?
The nursing program qualifies for financial aid.  Contact the Financial Aid Department @     (510) 235-7800, ext. 4508.  There are also many scholarships available for nursing students.
What is the drug dosage calculation requirement?
Nursing 205 is a 2 unit pre-requisite course that must be completed prior to admission into the  nursing program. The course consists of calculations required as part of the role and responsibility of the Registered Nurse.  All students enrolled in the nursing program must take DDC as a pre-requisite. This includes LVN, Transfer, and BRN students.  
Nursing 205 may be challenged.  See the information on the CCC nursing webpage regarding the challenge/waiver Exam for Nursing 205.  

Can I get credit for the Drug Dosage Calculation course I have already taken?
If the drug dosage calculation course you took was a 2 unit course, and the content is equivalent to Nursing 205 at CCC, it will be accepted as equivalent by the college Admissions and Records Office.  
It is also possible to challenge the course by taking the Nursing 205 waiver exam.  See the information on the CCC nursing webpage regarding the challenge/waiver Exam for Nursing 205.  
Where will I be going for clinical experience in the nursing program?
Nursing students will use many area hospitals and outpatient settings for clinical experience.

Will I work all three shifts as a nursing student?
Schedules for clinical vary each semester and with each nursing course. Generally clinical schedules are on the day and evening shift, and may include some weekend clinical rotations.
In the final semester, there is a possibility of working any of the three shifts depending on the schedule of the RN preceptor.

What kind of a uniform will I need?
Contra Costa College nursing students wear a uniform and CCC logo.  Information regarding the purchase of your uniform is included in a letter to those students accepted into the program. 
Who can I talk to about the program?
You may email or call Diana Hall, Administrative Secretary (510) 235-7800, x4267, dhall@contracosta.edu  or Maryanne Werner-McCullough, Director of the Nursing Program, mwernerm@contracosta.edu  

